2 June, 2026
To the Gott family, and friends at the North Thurston Education Foundation,

I’ve recently completed my first year here at Pacific Lutheran University studying Music
Education, and I am happy to report that I have had a phenomenal freshman year! The John Gott
Education Scholarship has opened so many doors for me and your support allows me to play and
study music, while relieving financial barriers that would have otherwise made it impossible for
me to pursue my dream of becoming a music teacher. I’'m so humbled to be given the
opportunities that this Scholarship has offered me.

Over the past year, I’ve gotten to make music with some incredible people and play in
places I’ve never dared to dream of performing in. I auditioned and was accepted into the
University Wind Ensemble and Saxophone Quartet as a freshman, and I got to perform with the
band in the Western International Band Clinic last November. I was also accepted as the
Principal Tenor Saxophonist for the Western/Northwestern Division of the College Band
Directors National Association Intercollegiate Band, where I was flown out to Reno, Nevada and
got to play a solo, which was a huge honor. I was also featured as a soloist in a handful of
saxophone masterclasses throughout the year, and I got to meet and perform for some of my
saxophone heroes, like Nicholas May and Timothy McAllister. A personal highlight of mine was
this past April, when I got to travel to Portland for a weekend and play as a soloist for the Aruna
Saxophone Quartet at Portland State University.

In my music education coursework, I’ve gained hands-on experience, observing
classrooms, developing lesson plans, and getting opportunities to get in front of classes and
teach. I’m learning how challenging it is to be an educator, but that is only making me more
excited to become one. I know first hand of the potential of music has to change a kid’s life, and
I am excited to teach and advocate for music education in my future career as a secondary school
music teacher.

Thank you for investing in me, and investing in my dream!
Best,

Lawrence Balajadia



