
In 2017, Deanna joined North Thurston Public Schools as a McKinney-Vento Homeless Student Navigator. Over the next five
years, she guided students and families through complex systems, ensured access to essential resources, and helped
improve graduation rates for McKinney-Vento students. Many of the students she supported went on to pursue post-
secondary education, reflecting the impact of consistent advocacy and one-on-one support inside the school system.
 
Deanna’s connection to North Thurston Public Schools is both professional and personal. As the parent of two sons who
attended NTPS from kindergarten through graduation at Timberline High School, she volunteered extensively across
schools and community organizations. This experience strengthened her understanding of school-community partnerships
and deepened her commitment to fostering success for all students.

For more than two decades, Deanna has been a powerful storyteller and advocate. She serves as Scholarship Chair for All
Kids Win, is a Lacey Rotarian and mentor for the Interact Club, a board member of the Lacey South Sound Chamber of
Commerce, and an Ambassador for the Thurston County Chamber. She is an active voice in community groups and
government hearings, using her platform to elevate student needs, raise awareness, and mobilize support for young people
facing adversity.
 
Today, as Executive Director of NTEF, Deanna continues to transform lives throughout the community by leading initiatives
that remove financial barriers, expand access to basic needs, award scholarships, and create equitable educational
opportunities. Her leadership is grounded in empathy, integrity, and a steadfast belief in the power of community to change
outcomes for students.

Deanna East is a passionate advocate for students and
families, bringing more than 20 years of experience in
public education, nonprofit leadership, and community
engagement. Since stepping into the role of Executive
Director of the North Thurston Education Foundation
(NTEF) in 2023, she has led with compassion, strategic
insight, and an unwavering commitment to removing
barriers so every student can thrive.
 
Deanna’s commitment to educational equity began in 2003
when she started her career with North Thurston Public
Schools. It was then that she became aware of the number
of homeless students navigating school without stable
support, a discovery that ignited her lifelong dedication to
meeting the needs of vulnerable youth. She quickly
became a champion for these students, helping connect
families to resources, coordinating support programs, and
serving on the executive boards of local nonprofits focused
on homelessness and student well-being.
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